THE DECLINE OF THE MIDDLE AGES
this hostile country to Rheims, and had him crowned there
under the title of Charles VII on July 17, 1429.
Capture and Death of Joan. Joan of Arc now said that
her mission was over; the voices of the saints whom she had
heard in her native village had given her no mission beyond
that of meeting the King and getting him crowned, which was
to be the sign that victory would follow; but though the great
men in the Dauphin's party ridiculed her, they saw how
useful she had been in continuing to inspire the soldiery. The
Dauphin was more sympathetic with her, but not enthusiastic-
ally so; she was not given permission to return home as she
desired, but was forced, though no longer supported by the
feeling that her mission was still divine, to go on leading the
Dauphin's men in the wars. But the Burgundian faction was
still strong, and when Joan was captured outside Compi&gae
the clergy of that faction, including the University of Paris and
many of the northern prelates, helped the Plantagenet power to
destroy her. She was tried, condemned to death as a heretic
and a witch, and burned alive at Rouen on May 30, 1431.
No serious effort was made by the Dauphin's party to ransom
her in the interval, for it was thought that the superstition she
had aroused in the forces had done its work, and that therefore
there was no need to support her further.
At the end of that year, 1431, by way of reply to the crowning
of the Dauphin at Rheims, little Henry VI was crowned in
Paris as King of England and France, on December 17.
Eighteen months later, in May 1433, a second grave blunder
was committed which finally ruined the Plantagenet power
beyond the Channel. Bedford, though much wiser than his
brother Gloucester, having lost his wife, the sister of Burgundy,
married, like his brother, an heiress whose lands lay so that
they interfered with the Burgundian plan of making a united
realm on the east. This heiress was Jacquetta of Luxembourg.
The blow to Burgundy was direct, and he would not forgive.
Henry Beaufort, die great prelate and Cardinal of Winchester,
tried to reconcile the two men at Saint-Omer, but he failed—
Burgundy refused to speak to Bedford. He hesitated as yet
to break completely with the Plantagenets because he had
sworn an oath of alliance, but before the end of 1435 Burgundy
and the legitimate King of France, Charles, were in alliance,
Bedford having died and been buried in Rouen Cathedral.
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